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PART I. INTRODUCTION
ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

I. Read some short information about five English-speaking countries:

These countries have different histories, cultures, traditions, governments and
geography.

‘\‘ y‘ 1). The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Is situated on the islands in the northwest of Europe. The Atlantic
'A N ocean is on the north of it and the North Seato the east. The
English Channel (21 miles) separates it from the continent.
Great Britain is the largest island. The three main parts of it are Scotland, England and
Wales. Northern Ireland is situated on the island called Ireland.
The population of the United Kingdom is about 60 million and its capital is London.
The United Kingdom is a highly developed country. Its main cities are London,
Birmingham, Manchester and Glasgow.

2). The United States of America (USA) is located in North
America. It isone of the largest countries in the world. The population
——Of the USA is about 250 million people. The USA has 50 states. Its

capital is Washington D.C. (the District of Columbia). Its main cities
are New Y ork, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles and Boston.

It isa highly developed country. People of very many nationalities live in the USA.

3). Canada is situated in North America. Three oceans surround it:
Iﬂ the Atlantic, the Arctic and the Pacific. The capital of the country is
Ottawa. About 30 million people live in Canada. It isagreat industrial

country. Its main cities are Ottawa, Toronto, Montrea and

Vancouver.

states and 2 territories with a population of about 20 million people.

Its capital is Canberra and the main cities are Sidney and Melbourne.



5). New Zealand consists of severa large and many smaller islands.

Its population is about 4 million people. The capital is Wellington.

The chief cities are Auckland, Dunedin and Nelson. It is a highly
developed agricultural country.

I1. Complete the chart, using the information of English-speaking countries:

Countries Geographical Population Capital Main towns
characteristics

[11. Which of the countries would you prefer to visit? Why? Put them in order of
preference.

V. Write down as many facts from the text | as you can. Exchange papers with a partner.

PART II.
GREAT BRITAIN

|. Read the text about Great Britain:

The official name of the country whose language we
study is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. In everyday use, however, the word “Britain” is
quite possible. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland has several different names. Some people

say “Great Britain”, or “Britain”, or “the United Kingdom”,
or just “the U.K.” and “G.B”.

Great Britain is an island that lies off the north west of Europe. It is the largest island
in Europe. It is 500 km wide and nearly 1 000 km long. There is the Atlantic Ocean on the
north of it and the North Sea on the east. The English Channel which is about 21 miles
separates the U.K. from the continent. Its closest continental neighbours are France and
Belgium. Recently the channel Tunnel which links France and England has been built.

There are four countries in the United Kingdom: England, Scotland, Wales and
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Northern Ireland. England, Scotland and Wales are three main parts of Great Britain.

Scotland isin the North. Edinburgh isits capital. It is one of the most beautiful citiesin
Britain. Walesisin the west. The capital city of Walesis Cardiff.

Ireland, which is also an island, lies off the west coast of Great Britain. Besides
Northern Ireland there is the Irish Republic (Eire) on thisisland. Belfast is the largest city
in Northern Irelans and its capital.

Great Britain together with Northern Ireland constitutes the United Kingdom (U.K.)
The capital city of Great Britain is London which is situated in the south-east of England.

London is more than a thousand years old.

I1. Use some addition sources of information and answer some questions about Great

Britain:

1). What are the names of a) the longest river;
b) the largest country;
¢) the highest mountain;
d) the largest lake;
e) the largest city except London;
f) the busiest port in the British Isles?
2). Which rivers do the following towns stand on:
a) Glasgow; b) Hull; c) Newcastle; d) Oxford; e) Stratford; f) Cambridge?
3). How wide is the English Channel at its narrowest part?
4). What is the name of the biggest passenger seaport on the English Channel?
5). What are the national emblems of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland?
6). When did Romans come to England ? How and why did they call Great Britain?

[11. Define the main idea of the text and the field of knowledge to which the text belongs:

The English

Almost every nation has a reputation of some kind. The French are told to be amorous,
joyful, fond of champagne; the Germans dull, formal, efficient, fond of military uniforms

and parades; the Americans boastful, energetic, gregarious and vulgar. The English are



reputed to be cold, reserved, rather haughty people who do not yell in the street or change
their governments as often as they change their underclothes. They are steady, easy-go-
ing and fond of sport.

The foreigner’s view of the English is often based on the type of Englishmen he has
met travelling abroad. Since these are largely members of the upper and middle classes, it
is obvious that their behaviour cannot be taken as general for the whole people. There are,
however, certain kinds of behaviour, manners and customs which are peculiar to the
English.

The English are a nation of stay-at-homes. There is no place like home, they say. And
when the man is not working he withdraws from the world to the company of his wife and
children and busies himself with the affirs of the home. “ The Englishman’s home is his
castle”, is a saying known all over the world; and it is true that English people prefer
small houses, built to house one family, perhaps with a small garden. But nowadays the
shortage of building land and inflated land values mean that more and more blocks of
flats are being built, and fewer detached and semi-detached houses, especially by the local
councils.

Thefireisthe focus of the English home. What do other nations sit round? The answer
is they don’t. They go out to cafes or sit round the cocktail bar. For the English it is the
open fire, the toasting fork® and the ceremony of English tea. Even when central heating is
installed it is kept so low in the English home that Americans and Russians get chilblains,
as the English get nervous headaches from stuffinessin theirs.

Foreigners often picture the Englishman dressed in tweeds, smoking a pipe, striding
across the open countryside with his dog at his heels. Thisis a picture of the aristocratic
Englishman during his holidays on his country estate. Since most of the open countryside
Is privately owned there isn't much left for the others to stride across. The average
Englishman often lives and dies without ever having possessed a tweed suit.

Apart from the conservatism on a grand scale which the attitude to the monarchy
typifies, England is full of small-scale and local conservatism, some of them of a highly
individual or particular character. Regiments in the army, municipal corporations, schools
and societies have their own private traditions which command strong loyalities. Such
groups have customs of their own which they are very reluctant to change, and they like

to think of their private customs as differentiating them, as groups, from the rest of the



world.

Most English people have been slow to adopt rational reforms such as the metric
system, which came into general use in 1975. They have suffered inconvenience from
adhering to old ways, because they did not want the trouble of adapting themselves to
new. All the same, several of the most notorious symbols of conservatism are being
abandoned. The twenty-four hour clock was at last adopted for railway timetables in the
1960s - though not for most other timetables, such as radio programmes. In 1966 it was
decided that decimal money® would become regular form in 1971 - though even in this
matter conservatism triumphed when the Government decided to keep the pound sterling

as the basic unit, with its one-hundredth part an over-large “new penny”.
References:

! the toasting fork - along fork on which bread is toasted before the fire to make it crisp;
“decimal money - the new decimal monetary system introduced in 1971, the pound being
made up of 100 pence (pennies); previously the pound consisted of twenty shillings and

each shilling of twelve pence.
IV. Read the text, make the logical plan of it:

Wales is a country of hills, mountains, old hard rocks and with deep rivers and
valleys. There are three National Parks there. The pride of Wales in scenery is
Snowdonia'.Over three million people live in Wales. About 75 per cent of the population
live in towns and urban districts. Cardiff is the capital of Wales. It is situated near the
mouth of the Taff River. The most important towns and cities are Swansea and Newport.
Wales has been united with England for seven hundred years. Prince Charles became the
Prince of Walesin 1969.

Wales has its own Welsh language. About 20% of the people in Wales speak Welsh
and children learn it in Welsh schools.

A large part of South Wales is industrialized. Wales is famous for its production of
coa and steel. Wales is an important centre for electronics, steel and chemicals
production. The main activities of the north Wales are sheep and cattle rearing.

Wales attracts many tourists though castles al over Wales were built by the English
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and there islittle else in Wales that is noticeable as architecture except four cathedrals and
afew old churches. Wales has aways been a poor country. The living standards of people
in Wales are lower than in England, the unemployment rate is higher.

The most popular sport in Walesis rugby.

References:

'Snhowdonia - national park in the north of Wales.

V. Express the contents of each abstract in one or two sentences:
The Welsh

Who are the Welsh and how did they come to live in Wales? The two languages,
Welsh and English, are totally different and so are the two nations. There is no other part
of the British Isles where national spirit is stronger, national pride more intense or
national traditions more cherished than in Wales. The Welsh still proudly wear their
national dress on festive occasions; the Welsh language is still very much a living force
and is taught side by side with English in schools; and Welshmen, who have a highly
developed artistic sense, have a distinguished record in the realm of poetry, song and
drama.

About 2 500 years ago the Welsh came to England from Europe but were driven
westward by the other people from Europe who followed them, until they found
themselves confined to this mountainous country of Wales. Welsh, as distinct from the
British history, really begins with the Anglo-Saxon victories® in the 6th and 7th centuries
which isolated the Welsh from the rest of their fellow-Britons. Henceforth, the people of
Wales were vulnerable on two fronts. on the eats they were constantly harried by the
English chieftains, and until the 11th century the vikings made frequent raids on the
coasts. Then came the Normans who penetrated into the south of the country and
established many strongholds in spite of strong resistance organized by the Welsh.

The English crown sent invading armies to conquer Wales. The subjection of the
people was completed by Edward I1? who built many castles and made his son, afterwards
Edward 11, the first Prince of Wales®. But it was not until 1536 that an “Act of Union”



placed Wales under the authority of the English crown. The Act of Union denied Wales
its national rights, abolished its laws (until the 14th century Wales had a tribal society)
and made the Welsh language illegal. In official documents the Welsh language is still
forbidden. England and Wales are now administered as a unit and Wales does not have a
local Government Act, as has Scotland.

To understand Wales today it is necessary to know something about its history in
the 19th century. The century began with poverty, low wages, long hours of work,
scarcity of food, had housing accomodations. The industrial development of Wales was
integrated with the British economy with the result that Wales was severely hit in the
economic crises, especialy between the two World Wars. There was a large-scale
migration for England or abroad (more than 500 000 people). The result is that the
population of Wales today is hardly more than it was 50 years ago.

But what kind of people are they who live in this country? The Welsh are a nation and
they are conscious of it. The Welsh call their country Cymru and themselves they call
Cymry, a word which has the same root as “camrador” (friend or comrade). However
similar with the English they may be in appearance, as soon as they begin to speak the
difference is manifest. The Welsh are quick and impetuous in speech. They are highly-
gifted in the art of self-expression in word, they speak fluently and confidently nor are
they afraid of being poetic in speech, of using bright and pictorial descriptions of men and
events in ordinary conversation. The Welsh like listening to good speaking and they are
critical as an audience.

They are a nation of singers. Wherever they meet, they sing. There is no need “to
arrange” singing, it will happen spontaneously and it will be good. This custom dates
back to a period long before any written music was available to the people. The standard
of singing is high and the love of good music is widespread. Wales has not, however,
produced a great composer.

The love of reading is also widespread. Welsh literature has an ancient history and has
made its contribution to the legends of King Arthur of Britain. Prose, romance and
poetry are its chief glory.

References:

'Anglo-Saxon victories (by 607 A.D.) - England was conquered by Germanic peoples -
Angles, Saxons and Jutes who merged to form the Anglo-Saxon people;
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’Edward | - king of England (1272-1307), who annexed Wales to the Crown of England
in 1284;
3Prince of Wales - atitletill this day conferred on the English king's eldest son.

VI. Divide the text into logical parts and head them:

Scotland takes up one third of the territory of the British Isles, but its population is not
very big. At the beginning of the 6th century Scotland was ruled by Scottish kings and
gueens but was divided between different groups of people: the Picts and Celts, who were
the oldest inhabitants; the Scots, who came from the Northern Ireland; the Britons, who
were driven north by the Anglo-Saxon invaders of England, and the Angles', who
originaly came from what is now Germany. Scotland was an independent kingdom, often
at war with England until 1603. In 1603 King James VI of Scotland became the King of
England too, as James I, and from that time the countries were under the same monarch.
In 1707 the Act of Union incorporated Scotland with England in the United Kingdom.

Edinburgh was created capital of Scotland in 1437 when the King of Scotland left the
more northerly city of Perth. Edinburgh was once part of Northumbria in England. It got
its name from a castle built by the King of Northumbria, called “Edwin’s Burgh”. The
city was made part of Scotland in 1341. Edinburgh is built on hills, and the city walls,
built in 1450, forced people to build upwards, so much of the old city now has a crowded
look. Edinburgh has a strong cultural life and history and is sometimes called the Athens
of the North.

There are only about five million Scots, and most of them live in the southern half of
the country called “the Lowlands’, where the major cities are situated. Besides, there are
the Highlands, which is the most northern and the most unpopulated area with a harsh
climate, and the Southern Uplands with hills which border on England. Although
Scotland has its own language - Gaelic, most Scottish people speak English. The English
language is spoken all over Scotland with a variety of regiona accents, but all of these
can be at once recognized as Scottish, with the sounds pronounced more nearly as written
than in standard English. Besides, many Scottish people still use some Scottish words
when they speak English. “Wee', meaning “small”, is often heard in such expressions as

“wee laddie’ - “small boy”. If someone answers your questions with “aye’, they agree
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with you: "aye” means yes.

One of the things that people associate with Scotland is the kilt?. It isarelic of the time
when the clan system existed in the Highlands. Everybody in the clan had the same family
name, like MacDonald or MacGregor (Mac means “son of”). The clan had its own
territory and was ruled by a chieftain. Each clan had its own tartan®,

The sport of golf originated in Scotland.

References:

'Angles - a Low-German tribe which settled in Northumbria, Mercia, and East Anglia
(English Kingdoms, 607-1013);

% the kilt - a checked pleated skirt;

%tartan - a traditional Scottish pattern of fabric with crossed narrow and wide coloured

stripes.

VII. Abridge the text , excluding the abstracts which supplement or specify the informati-

on;
Who are the Scots?

The Scots are not English. Nor are the Scots British. No self-respecting Englishman
calls himself a Briton, neither does any self-respecting Scot. The words Britain, Briton
and British were uneasily disinterred after a long burial as a kind of palliative to Scottish
feeling when the Scottish Parliament was merged with the English one' at Westminster.
But the attempt was not successful.

The two nations of the United Kingdom have each derived from mixed sources,
racially and, as it were, historically. Each has developed strong national characteristics
which separate them in custom, habit, religion, law and even in language.

The English are amongst the most amiable people in the world; they can aso be very
ruthless. They have a genius for compromise, but can enforce their idea of compromise on
others with surprising efficiency. They are generous in small matters but more cautious in
big ones. The Scots are proverbially kindly, but at first glance are not so amiable. They

abhor compromise, lean much upon logic and run much to extremes. They are penny-wise
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but can be prodigally pound-foolish. They can be dour and grey, or highly coloured and
extravagant in gesture and manner.

In general the nation of modern Scotland derives from three main racial sources.
The Celts’ , the Scandinavians or Teutons® and the mysterious and shadowy Picts’,
historically speaking, were the first inhabitants of what we now call Scotland. They were
a small tough people. They have left their strain in the blood and occasional marks in the
land and language. They were conquered by the invading Celts from Ireland who,
incidentally, were called Scots and from whom the name of the modern nation comes.

Two and three centuries later, however, the Celts retreated into the north-western hills
and islands, their place in the east and south lowlands being taken by the Scandinavians,
Teutons and Angles. Hence the celebrated divison of the Scottish people into
Highlanders and Lowlanders. It was a division which marked the distinction between
people of different culture, temperament and language.

It is from the Celts that there comes the more colourful, exciting and extravagant
strain in the Scots. The Gaelic language and song, the tartan, the bagpipes, the Highland
panache and so on. It is in the contemplation of the debasement of this lively, attractive
and touching tradition in Scotland and the Scottish temperament for commercia purposes
that the natives have to endure the greatest embarrassments and discomforts.

It is from the Lowland strain that there comes the equally celebrated Scottish tradition
of dourness, pawkiness, implacability and splendid courage in defence, providing a
complementary virtue to the splendid Highland courage in attack. The cautious, dry,
humourless, mean, red-nosed Scot is, of course, a stock figure® for stage, fiction and
comic picture postcard use. The legend of this alcoholic miser, the hero of all Scottish
stories, has, of course, little more than the most remote origin in fact (no more indeed than
has the stock, garrulous, insensitive, over-eating Englishman of some North-of-the-Border
stories about the neighbours). But in so far as this admittedly highly comical and
sometimes even affectionately regarded figure, touches redlity at all he derives from
certain Lowland characteristics.

The truth is that since the break-up of the old Highland system in the 18th century
people in Scotland are all so mixed up in blood that most of them combine something of
the characteristics of both Highlander and Lowlander. A little over two hundred years ago

nearly all Scotts living north and west of the Highland line which, geographically
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speaking, still runs diagonally across Scotland were true Celtic Highlanders. That isto say
they spoke the Gaelic language, lived under the ancient Celtic system of land tenure and,
of course, as members of clans, bore Highland names. South and east of that line in the

Lowland towns, villages and in the countryside, Highland names were rare.
References:

'merged with the English one - the Act of Union passed in 1707 provided that the two
kingdoms (England and Scotland) should be united into one under the name of Great
Britain, hence the two countries were under one Crown and one Parliament;

’the Celts - Indo-European peoples akin to the ancient Galli who constituted the
ingenious population of Britain at the time of the Roman Conquest (55 B.C.) and right up
to the time of the Anglo-Saxon Conquest (607 A.D.), the two main division being the
Brythons (Britons) who inhabited the southern part of Britain and the Gaels who inhabited
Ireland and the west and north of Scotland (in modern times Bretons, Cornish, Welsh,
Irish, Manx and Gaels);

*Teutons - Germanic peoples first mentioned in the 4th century B.C. and supposed to have
dwelt in Jutland. Also includes in widest sense Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons as well as
Germanic races;

*Picts - one of a possibly non-Celtic people older than the Gaelic and Brythonic, who
carried on continual border wars with the Romans, and about the 9th century became
finally amalgamated with the Scots;

>a stock figure - ausual figure, one commonly seen.

VIII. Prepare your own report about Ireland, using the information from the text and

some additional information:
Ireland

Ireland consists of a broad central lowland with afew hills and is surrounded by arim
of higher land. There are many lakes in Ireland. No part of the island is more than 70
miles from the sea. The island has a typical west maritime climate with mild, damp

winters and cool cloudy summers. Grass grows well in such a climate and it makes the
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island look green and beautiful. Irish poets call Ireland “the Emerald Isl€e’.

Northern Ireland is the smallest component of the United Kingdom. It is divided into
six counties. It has a population of about 1.5 million people. 53 per cent of the total
population live in urban areas.

Belfast became the capital of Northern Ireland in 1920. It is the largest city and the
principal seaport and industrial centre in Ireland with a population of over 444 000.
Belfast can boast the biggest shipyard in Europe. Its chief industries are also the
production of linen and other textiles, clothing and engineering.

Since 1922 Northern Ireland has been a part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. Northern Ireland has a Governor and a Parliament consisting of a
Senate (26 members) and a House of Commons (52 members) which legislates for its
own area except for matters of imperial concern. It returns 12 membersto the House of
Commons at Westminster.

The whole economy of Northern Ireland is closely integrated with that of Great
Britain. Agriculture, textiles and shipbuilding are developed in Ulster. The largest
industry is agriculture conducted for the most part on small family farms. It occupies

about 72 per cent of theland area.

IX. Expose the realias, statistic data, dates of important events:

Thelrish

Before the Treaty of 1921' put a border between Northern Irelans and Southern
Ireland, Ulster (Northern Ireland) comprised 9 counties and was one of the four ancient
kingdoms of Ireland. That treaty cut off 3 counties - Donegal, Cavan and Monaghan -
from the rest, and left the Irish in the other six. But the history goes back further than
1921. The first date is 1609 when thousands of Scots Prebyterians” were brought over for
the Plantation® of Ulster.

The hatred between colonised and coloniser was underlined by the difference in
their religion, and the Irish were persecuted not only for being the natives but on the
basis of being Catholics as well. From then they never quite sorted out religion from

politics.
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The march of the Orange Order* which was founded in 1795 to keep up the traditions
of Protestantism in Ulster takes place every year. In fact, it is a semi-religious, semi-
political organisation. All over Northern Ireland on July 12th, branches of the Orange
Order march off some three or four miles to a field where a meeting is held. Having
blasphemed their fellow-Christians, they do another Christian stomp home again, get
drunk, sing Orange songs and take in the Union Jack® to be put away till next year.

It's the same thing, but in reverse, when it comes round to the 1916 Commemoration
day, or to August 15th. This day is the feast of the Assumption® of the Blessed Virgin, and
what that has to do with politics nobody knows. But the Nationalists, the Catholic Tories
of Northern Ireland, keep it as their day and sing anti-Orange songs, meaning every bitter
word they sing.

Both the Protestant Unionists and the Catholic Nationalists deny the discrimination
against each other, but both use religion to divide and rule the working class. It is only
less serious on the Catholic side because there are fewer Catholic bosses and fewer
Catholic local authorities in a position to practise discrimination. It is a tactic which has
made the ruling minority look like majority and kept the Unionist Party in power since
Northern Ireland existed.

Separated by this tactic into their religious sects and set against each other the
ordinary people have not been able to combine and fight politically for their real interests.
At the bottom of the social pyramid with nothing to lose, the Catholic working man
doesn't really fear the Protestant; but the Protestant working man, who has very little,
feels the need to hang on to his Protestant identity in case he loses what little he has. He
fears the Catholic because he knows that any gain made by the Catholic minority will be
his loss, for the businessmen and the landowners, Orange or Nationalist, are not going to
suffer losses on anybody’ s behalf.

Where discrimination hurts most is in employment and housing. One comes to a
factory looking for a job and they ask which school one went to. If its name was “ Saint
Somebody”, they know one is a Catholic and doesn’t get taken on. Until the civil rights
campaign forced a promise of reform, housing was the burning issue in Northern Ireland
because only householders have a vote in local elections. So itis very important
where people build houses and for whom they build them. Too many houses for

Catholics could upset the majority on a Protestant council, or vice versa. The policy in
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both the Protestant-run councils, which are the mgjority, and the few Catholic-run
councilsis to control the way the votes go by having separate housing estates for people
of different religions and by awarding tenancies in the interests of political dominance.
Little is heard about the main body of the Republican movement which continues the
socialist, workingclass-oriented traditions. However, Republicanism is a deep and
strongly held tradition in Ireland, widely supported in both north and south. In the mid-
1960s it raised its voice against the increasing repression of Catholics and the attacks on

the civil rights movement.
References:

'the Treaty of 1921 signed by Great Britain and Ireland providing that Ireland should have
the status of Dominion within the framework of the British Empire. Northern Ireland
remained outside the Free Irish Republic as a part of the United Kingdom;

“Prebyterians - members of one of the branches of the Protestant church;

3Plantation - a settlement in anew country or region; colony;

*Orange Order - an ultra-right secret political society organised in the North of Ireland to
defend the British Sovereign and to support Protestant religion; probably named after
William of Orange, king of England (1689-1702);

>Union Jack - the national flag of the United Kingdom;

®Assumption - rel. Bosrecerue.
X. Trandate into English:

1. England siBisiercst camoii 6obmioi u3 Tpex crpan Great Britain.

2. Scotland naxomutest Ha ceBepe ot England.

3. Wales pacnionoxen Ha 3anazae ot England.

4. The English Channel, mupuna xotoporo cocrasisietr okoso 21 Muiwu, otaenset the
U.K. oT KOHTHUHEHTA.

5. Cardiff - cronuma Yanbca v KpymHbIi MOPT .

6. Belfast cran cromumeii Northern Ireland 8 1920 ropy.

7. London, cromuna Coenunennoro KopomnescTsa, pacnosoxen Ha peke the Thames.

8. Norther Ireland nenurcs Ha wects counties.
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9. Hacenenne London npesbimaer 8 muninoHoB, a Hacenaenue Glasgow u Birmingham
MPEBBICHIIO MHUJUTHOHHYIO OTMETKY .

10. England, Scotland and Wales - Tpu ocHoBHBIE yacTu BennkoOpuranuu.

X1. Can you answer these questions?

1. What are the main countries of the U.K. and their capitals?

2. Why isthe U.K. aso called Great Britain, England or the British Isles?

3. Which countries of the U.K. occupy the two main islands?

4. What is the Lake District known for?

5. Which isthe largest, most industrial and most densely populated country of the U.K.?
6. What languages are spoken in the U.K.?

7. Why has the sea been important in the history of England?

XI11. Try to make a back trandation:

BenukoOpuTtanus sBIsSe€TCS MOHAPXHEH, HO BJIACTh KOPOJIEBBI HE a0COJIIOTHAS, @ KOH-
ctuTyuuoHHas. [lomHOMOUYMSA KOpOJIEBBI OrpaHWYEHbl napiameHToM. Ilapimament - 3ako-
HozaTenbHbId opran BenukoOpuranuu. OH pacnonaraercss B BecTMUHCTEPCKOM JIBOpIIE
Ha Oepery peku Temssl, B camoM cepte Jlonaona. Kpome AByxX IiiaBHbIX majiaT - maiarbl
JOPJIOB ¥ Tanarhl OOIMMH - BO JBOPIEC LEJbIH JIAOMPUHT KaHIEIApuid, OuOIHOTEK,
MOMEILEHNUN JUIsl 3acCeJaHui pa3IMYHbIX KOMUTETOB, PECTOPAHOB U Kaderepues. B aTom
e KOMIUIeKce U OalnHs, Ha BEpXy KOTOpoi 3HameHuThle yackl “bur ban”. Ilo0auzocty,
Ha yJauLe YauTXoJl, pacloioKEeHbl 3/1aHHs TJIaBHBIX MHUHHCTEPCTB, a IO COCEICTBY C
HUMHU - opuuuManbHas pe3ujieHIus npembep-muHucTpa Ha [laynunr Crpur. IIpembep-
MUHUCTP OOBIYHO SIBJISIETCS JUAECPOM NapTHUH, KOTOpas MMeeT OOJIbIIMHCTBO B IajaTe
obmmH. Kpynseiiiue mnonuTuueckue NapTUM - KOHCEpBAaTHBHas, JeilbopucTckas,
TnoepanbHO-AEMOKPAaTUYECKas.

B ominume or OonbIIMHCTBA JpYyrux cTpaH B bpurtaHun HET NHCbMEHHOU
KOHCTUTYUMH. CyllecTByoIIasl MapiaMeHTCKash CHCTeMa, KoTopas OecnpecTaHHO
pasBuBanack ¢ XlII Beka, OCHOBBIBa€TCS Ha MHOXKECTBE OTJEIbHBIX 3aKOHOB,
npelneneHToB U oObluaeB. IlocTaHoBIEHME MapiiaMeHTa HE MOMKET CTaTh 3aKOHOM 0e3

COTJIacusl MOHapXa, Mpasja, B TAKOM COTJacuy He ObII0 0TKa3zaHo HU pasy ¢ 1707 rona.
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UneHnsl BepxHEW manarbl - QaJartbkl JIOPJAOB - HE U30UpPAOTCS BCeOOUIUM
rojocoBaHueM. B Hee BXOIAT €NHCKONbl AHTJIMKAHCKOW ILEPKBH, MPEICTaBUTEIH
HACJIE/ICTBEHHON apUCTOKPAaTUU - 3TU IPYIIbI 3ac€ajld B MapJIaMEHTE CO BPEMEHHU €ro
ocHoBaHUs. Kpome HHX, B mamary JIODAOB BXOJST HEKOTOPHIC BEPXOBHBIC Cyabu (UX
Ha3bIBAIOT “Cy/eOHBbIC JIOPABI”), KOTOPBIE CTAIM 3aceaarTh B Tajare JIOPAOB C KOHIA
MPOILIOTO BEKa; a Takke BO3HHUKIIAS B 1958 romy kareropus “MOXH3HEHHBIX MHPOB”,
MpeACTaBIsAoNmasi co00i OBIBIIMX YJICHOB MajaThl OOIIMH WM APYTHX BBIIAOIINXCS
JOJIeH, TPOSIBUBIIMX Ce0s B pa3inu4HbIX cdepax obOmiecTBa. CuuTaercsi, 4To BCErO B
ctpane 1 100 mop0B, HO B 3aCeaHMSIX PETYISIPHO y4acTBYIOT 0koJi0 320 1opaoB.

B manare o6mua 650 n3bupaeMbix wieHOB mapiaamenTa. [laptus, nMeromas O6obiiee
YUCII0O MECT B Tmajare oOmuH, (opMHUpyeT mpaBuTenbcTBO. Haumbonee BakHbIe
MUHHCTEPCKHUE MOCTHI OOBIYHO 3aHUMAIOT WICHBI ManaThl oOuuH. [lapTus, obnanaromas
caMblM OOJBIIMM YHCIOM MECT TMOcjie IMpaBsuleil, uMeHyercs “o(UIHaTbHON
onno3unuen”. Ilpencenareneit mnamatel oOmUH sBaserca Cnukep, CUIIIUNA  Ha
CHEIMaJIbHON BO3BBIIIEHUH U OOJAUEHHBIA TPAJUIIMOHHO B MapUK M YEPHYIO MAaHTHUIO.
Crniukep A0mKeH ObITh OECIPUCTPACTEH B CBOMX CYXKJEHUSAX M HE 3aHMMAaTh CTOPOHY HU
OJIHOM W3 MAPTHH.

UiieHbl mapiaMeHTa OT MpaBsIIed MapTUM CUAAT IO MpaByro pyKy or Cnmkepa, a
YJIEHbl ONMO3UIUHU - M0 JIEBYI0. B mepBoM psay CHUAST MUHHUCTPHI MPAaBUTENbCTBA U
YJIEHbl TaK Ha3bIBAEMOI'O “TEHEBOro KaOWHeTa” - TMpeACTaBUTENU O(UIIHATIBLHOU
OTIO3ULIUU.

[TapnameHT 3acenaer Kpyrmiblid TOJl, IpepbIBasi CBOIO pPadOTy TOJBKO HAa KOPOTKHUE
Nepuoasl BO BpeMs IMpa3JHUKOB W Ha OoJjiee JUIMHHBIE JIETHHE KaHMKyJbl. Ha
oQUIMATIBHBIX OTKPBITUAX NApJIaMEHTCKHUX CECCHI KOpOJIeBa 3aUUTHIBAET CBOIO PEUb.

3akoHOMaTeNbHAsT TPOLEAypa YPE3BBIYAWHO CJIOXKHA M JuTenbHA. UYTOOB OWUILIBL
MIPOLIEJ BCE CTAIMU O0CYKJIEHUS U YTBEPKACHUS U CTall 3aKOHOM, MOKET IOTPeOOBATHCS
okono JnByx Jer. Korga mnamara oOUIMH NpUHHMMAaeT pelieHne 00 OKOHYaTeIbHOU
(GOopMyIMpPOBKE 3aKOHONPOEKTa, OH IOCTYMAaeT B manary jopaoB. Eciam jopasl pemiar
BHECTH M3MEHEHHUS, TO 3aKOHONPOEKT JOJDKEH BEPHYThCA B MajaTy OOLIMH JUIs
OKOHYaTeNbHOro rosiocoBanus. Korma-to y n0paoB ObulO MpaBO HAJOXUTh BETO Ha
M000€ 3aKOHOJATENbHOE pEIICHHE HW)KHEHW manaTbhl, HO TENepb OHU MOTYT JIMIIb

3aMeIUTh Tpolenypy. TOIbKO MOcie YTBEPXKIACHUS OOCMMM MajaTaMu 3aKOHOMPOEKT
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MOCTYMAaeT Ha MOAMKUCH KOPOJIEBE, UTOOBI CTATh 3aKOHOM.
Ecam Owine He ycmen mpolTH Bce CTaAMM W HE CTajdl 3aKOHOM JO TOTO, Kak
3aKOHYMJIACh MapJaMEHTCKas CECCHs, Ha CJEAYIOIIeH CEeCCMM BCE HAYHETCS CHavaja.

Oco00eHHO ySI3BUMBI B 3TOM OTHOIIEHWW YacCTHBIC OWILIH, JKIyIIHNE CBOCH odyepenr mocie

OwILel MpaBUTENIbCTRA.

XI111. Write an annotation of the article:

Danger of a Monarchy
by Paul Johnson (from “Daily Mail”)

Wordlist:

pillar - cTOJI, OTopa
Edwardian era - Bpems mpasjieHus kopoust Dayapaa VIl (1841-1910)
uphold - MOJIZICPYKUBATD, 3AIHUIIATH
to breed - IOPOXKIATh

summit - BepX

to reign - IPaBUTh, IAPCTBOBATH
morals - HPaBCTBEHHOCTh
domesticity - ceMelHas KU3Hb
appropriate - COOTBETCTBYIONIUI
resplendent - OMcTaTeIbHBIN

to glitter - CBEpKaTh

court - nBOp (KOpOJIST)
Spectacle - 3penuIIe

to review - IPUHUMATH TIapajl
guards - TBapAus

to impose - HaBSI3bIBATh

flunkey - JTaKei

reason - Onmaropasymue

utility - ITOJIE3HOCTh

to hold in awe - JICpKaTh B CTpaxe

to edify - IOy4aTh

desertion - ocTaBJicHHE (CEMbH)
to keep up - OO0 1aTh TPHUINYHS
to break ranks - HapyIaTh MpaBuia
courtier - IPUABOPHBIHA

group captain - MOJIKOBHHUK aBHAIUU
commoner - 4eJIOBEK U3 Hapoja
to divorce - pPa3BeCTHUCH
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steely - CYpOBBII

resolution - PCLIUTEIBHOCTh

in due course - CO BpeMeHeM

spell - obastHHe

rectitude - BBICOKasi HDaBCTBEHHOCTh
breakdown - pacniaz

to damage - IO30PHUTh
intrusiveness - HA30MJIMBOCTh
corner - 3aTpyIHEHHE

to inflict - HAHOCHUTh
abdication - OTpCUYCHHE

to grasp - TIOHSITh

quarter - nepeH. Kpyr, cdepa
staunch - CTOWKHIA

loyalty - IPEITaHHOCTh
exempt - OCBOOOKICHHBIN
forthright - OTKPOBEHHBIN

The monarchy was one of the central pillars of British social stability from the 1840s
until the end of Edwardian era. It was also, paradoxically, a powerful democratic force,
for in many respects it reflected the views and upheld the standards of the great majority
of the ordinary people.

It bred popular content because it persuaded British men and women of all classes that
at the summit of their society was areigning family which despite its wealth and privilege
were like themselves in the things that really mattered - patriotism, principles, morals,
domesticity, tastes, love of sport and contempt for intellectual pretentiousness.

It was not always thus.

But a considerable change has come over the British Royal Family in the past two
decades. There is a widespread feeling, not so much among the ordinary people of the
country as among those who wish to influence them - opinion-formers - that “in a
democratic age” (asthey put it), the Royal Family should be “more like the rest of us’.

That isafoolish error.

There is no evidence whatever that most people want a monarch to live like
themselves. Quite the reverse. They expect the Queen to wear the crown on appropriate
occasions, they want her to be resplendent in glittering jewels at a court ball, they enjoy
the spectacle when, in full uniform, she reviews the guards Trooping the Colour.

It was not, then, the people but the opinion-formers who started to rewrite the script.

They argued that the younger Royals should be alowed to “live their own lives’ and
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make decisions without “restrictions imposed by court flunkeys from an earlier era’.

In particular, they insisted that young princes and princesses should be alowed to
marry whom they chose, and not those whom their parents and advisers thought suitable.

It is at this point that the opinion-formers showed the lack of historical understanding.
Royalty is a show. It must be a show because it has little to do with logic or reason or
utility. It is there to delight, to impress, to hold in awe and to edify. It is part theatre, part
religious service.

Divorce or desertion is out of the question. At al costs, appearances must be kept up.
The princess is taught this from birth. She is told that God put her on earth not to be
happy, but to be royal. And in her own way, by doing her duty under difficulties, sheis
happy, too.

Hence by 1950s, princes of reigning houses were beginning to look around for
themselves. The opinion-formers, the modernisers, were encouraging them to do so.
Princess Margaret was the first to break ranks. Her eye fell on a handsome courtier, Group
Captain Peter Townsend, a war hero, but a commoner. Alas, he was divorced. But when
the princess's eye then fell on a photographer, Anthony Armstrong-Jones, no one had the
steely resolution to break her heart again. So she married him and he was made Lord
Snowdon; they had children and in due course they were divorced.

Thus the spell of royal rectitude was broken. It indicated that the Royals were
beginning to behave like rich, titled members of the society, treating marriage as an
exercise in pleasure seeking.

In due course three of the Queen’s children married commoners;: an army officer, the
daughter of an earl, the daughter of a polo manager. In due course these three marriages
too ended in breakdown.

This might not have damaged the monarchy but for another factor - the growing
intrusiveness and impudence of the media.

When the marriages of the Queen’'s children broke down, one by one, there was
nothing to protect the family from an intrusive media. The Duchess of York and the
Princess of Wales, not being born royal, made no effort at al to observe the rules of the
monarch’s trade union and decided to fight their corners.

The Duchess of York, indeed, conducted her own publicity, and soon enabled the

media to cover her in ridicule. The Princess of Wales enabled Andrew Morton to get the
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material to tell her side of the marriage breakdown, and his book “Diana, Her True
Story”, was the most grievous blow inflicted on the British monarchy since Edward VI1II's
abdication.

It was important to grasp that the damage was essentially self-inflicted.

By alowing her children to marry whom they chose and still keep their rights of
succession, the Queen made a serious error of judgement.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the conduct of the Royal Family has come under
increasing criticism in early 1990s, often from quarters normally staunch in their loyalty.
The Queen herself was usually exempt from criticism, but even she is held partly
responsible for some abuses, especially financial ones. Junior members of the Royal

Family came in for forthright condemnation.

PART II1.
INTERESTING FACTSABOUT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1. The United States of America, popularly caled
“The States’, “U.SA.”, “The Land of Liberty”
and “The Land of the Free”, isa vast country stretching

across the middle of North America. This country

% I\ REgl \
which at one time inhabited by Red Indians, is now the

home of a “nation of nations’, as people from every

part of the world have gone to live in this land of wealth and promise. These settlers met,
mingled and worked with great enterprise and, as a result of their efforts, the United
States has become one of the most important countries in the world.

2. In 1620 the Pilgrim Fathers, a band of Puritans in England who sought freedom of
worship, set forth for America in the sailing-ship Mayflower. Three months after leaving
Plymouth Harbour, they reached the shores of what is now called New England, and fo-
unded the America township of Plymouth. Although they often had difficult times with
the native Red Indian tribes, the colony soon prospered and more and more settlers joined
them. The Indians used a new kind of grain, which the settlers called “Indian corn” (now
termed maize) and they ate strange birds called turkeys. On the fourth Thursday of No-
vember the Americans celebrate Thanksgiving Day with afeast of turkey and Indian corn.
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3. A great many emigrants went from European countries to America and thirteen coloni-
es were formed, all of them under English rule. The government in England, however, to-
ok little interest in the American colonies, except from the point of view of trade. When
certain taxes and laws were ordered by the English Parliament, the colonists opposed
them and it gradually led to war. At first the colonists fared badly, but later they rallied
and eventually won final victory, under the able leadership of George Washington.

4. The American Declaration of Independence was signed on the 4th of July, 1776. This
day is dtill celebrated as the “birthday” of this great nation and is called Independence
Day. The leaders of the new country decided they would form a Republic, which would
have no king but would have a President, chosen every four years by a vote of al the pe-
ople. George Washington, who had led them so successfully in the war, became the first
President and was called “The Father of the United States’.

5. The Americans’ dwelt in the eastern part of the country, but many of them decided to
explore further inland, and settle on the rich farming land there. These pioneers travelled
in covered waggons or prairie schooners, which rocked and rolled their way westward
over the open, flat country.

6. Shortly after the discovery of the New World by Columbus, many Spaniards travelled
northward from Mexico and settled along the western coast of America. That is why ma-
ny placesin this such as San Francisco, Los Angeles, Sacramento and Santa Barbara have
Spanish names. In 1849 the chance discovery of gold brought many people to California
and numerous mining towns sprang up in a very short time. “The Golden Gate” (the chan-
nel connecting the harbour of San Francisco with the Pacific Ocean) was so caled be-
cause many of the seekers of the precious yellow metal passed this way to and from the
rich gold fields.

7. In the lower basin of the Missouri-Mississippi  (the longest river in the U.SA))
stretch the great cotton plantations, once tilled by black slavers taken forcibly from Afri-
ca, and still cultivated by negro labour. The northern states of America did not use neg-
roes as saves like cotton states of the south, and they tried to stop this evil. In 1861,
while Abraham Lincoln was President, a dreadful Civil War broke out. After four years
of bitter fighting, the southern states were defeated and slavery was abolished.

8. In American cities men have built huge buildings (skyscrapers), some as many as fifty
flats high. The national capital of the United States is Washington and the White House
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is the home of the President. The Famous Statue of Liberty in New York harbour was a
gift from France. The following table gives a rough idea of the value of the money used in
America: a cent (1 c.), anickel (5c.), adime (10 c.), a quarter (25 c.), a haf (50 c.), a
dollar ($ 1.00).

9. While English is the national language of the country, some immigrants have continued
the manners, customs and even tongue of their homeland, and newspapersin all languages
may be seen in the book-stalls. Here are some common English words for which the
Americans have different names: sweets - candies; shop - store; motor-car - automobile;
motor - lorry truck; tram-car - street-car; pavement - sidewalk; petrol - gas; lift - elevator;
dust - bin; garbage - can; holiday - vacation; trousers - pants; waistcoat - vest; laces -
shoe-ties; tin - can; a jug - pitcher. There are also differences in the spelling of certain
words: colour - color; honour - honor; programme - program.

10. The national banner of the United States of America, commonly known as “The Stars
and Stripes’ or “Old Glory”, isaflag bearing 50 starts and 13 stripes. Each star represents
a present-day state and each stripe stands for one of the original colonies. The national
anthem is the “Star Spangled Banner”, and the national emblems are the eagle and the
buffalo. The national sport may be said to be baseball.

I. Answer the questions:

1. What is a popular name for the United States of America?

2. Who were the original natives; the first white settlers?

3. What is*“Indian corn”?

4. Who led the victorious forces of the colonists against the British?
5. When was the American Declaration of Independence signed?

6. What isa Republic?

7. What was a “covered wagon”?

8. What are some American coast towns with Spanish names?

9. Which isthe longest river in the world?

10. Who was the President when the American Civil War broke out?
11. What is the national capital of the United States?

12. What famous monument stands at the entrance of New Y ork harbour?
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13. What are the American coins?

14. Do you know more common English words for which the Americans have different
names (spelling)?

15. What is the national banner (emblem) of the United States?

Il. Read the text:

Discovery of America

Mystery surrounds the early history of the North American continent. The original
settlers, the Indians, are believed to have migrated from northern Asiato Alaska, and from
there down into warmer climates. The physical appearance of the American Indians, with
their black hair, copper tint and high cheekbones, suggests their Oriental origin. Some
scientists think that some 20 000 years ago, during the most recent glacial period, North
Americaand Asiawere linked at the Bering Strait.

Probably the first white men to see American shores were Scandinavians who in their
round trading ships travelled in Arctic seas to make their way to Greenland in about the
year 985 A.D. From this vast island their ships went still farther westward and there is
some evidence that about the year 1 000 Leif Ericson and his crew landed in what is now
the United States.

The Scandinavians left ailmost no documents describing their voyages. So it was
Christopher Columbus who came, saw, described and helped to colonize the West Indies
in 1490’s (1492) and is the discoverer of America. Columbus was mistaken in thinking he
had reached India, that is why he called the first people he saw “Indians’. It is not known
how they called Columbus.

The discovery of America was a pure accident. Vast, fast growing empire of Turkey of
the 15th century was blocking Western Europe' s trade with Asia, a trade that had started
in the days of Marco Polo' (1254-1324). So the Western European countries decided to
get to Asia another way. If the world was really round, as most geographers believed,
why wouldn’t it be possible to sail westward from Spain and keep going till land was
reached. And surely that would be Asia. Neither Columbus nor his contemporaries knew

about North and South America were standing on the way of reaching Asia by sailing
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westward.

So Columbus and other explorers found the Bahamas, Panama and South America and
thought they had reached Asia. Columbus himself did not live to know that he had
reached only America not India. The error was not discovered until 1519-22 when an
expedition under Ferdinand Magellan of Spain® sailed around the tip of South America
and on across the Pacific Ocean to Asia. Magellan was killed by the natives in the
Philippines but his men carried on. They sailed down around Africa and back to Spain
and proved not only that the earth was round but also that there were more of it than the
geographers had supposed.

America gets its name from Amerigo Vespucci® (1451?-1512), an ltaian who
explored the coast of Brazil in 1501. On his return to Europe he wrote so much of his
travels that his reputation became more famous than Columbus'. Map-makers, seeking a
name for the New World, chose to honor Vespucci (an irony of history) considering how

much greater were the achievements of Columbus.
References:

! Marco Polo (1254-1324) - famous Venetian explorer and traveller, who made through
China, India and other eastern countries and published the record of his various
wanderings, recounting the many marvels and wonders he had seen - a record which
seemed for the most part beyond credence to his contemporaries but now largely
confirmed;

“Ferdinand Magellan (1480?-1521) - famous Portuguese navigator and commander of the
first expedition (1519) to sail round the world. Since 1517 he was in the service of Spain;
3Amerigo Vespucci - famous Italian navigator. The accounts of his voyages were
published in 1507 by Martin Waldseemuller, a German geographer, who suggested the
new lands be named “America’.

[11. Answer the following questions:

1. When was the North American continent settled?
2. Who were the original settlers?
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3. What proofs are there of the Oriental origin of the American Indians?
4. Who were the first white men to see American shores?

5. Who received credit for discovering America and why?

6. What important fact did the Magellan expedition establish?

IV. Explain why, accordingto the author, “mystery surrounds the early history of the
North American continent”. Pick out the words and constructions used by the author
in making his point.

V. Mention the factors that caused the discovery of America.

VI. Make out alist of arguments used by the author to prove that the discovery of Ameri-

cawas a pure accident. Express your opinion.
VII. Support or challenge the following statement:

“Map-makers, seeking a name for the New World, chose to honor Vespucci (an irony of

history) considering how much greater were the achievements of Columbus”.

VIII. Write asummary of the text I, using the words:

mystery - TallHa

to link - CBSI3BIBATh

settler - TTOCEJICHEI]

origin - POUCXOXKICHUE

shore - beper

evidence - CBUETEIIHCTBO

vast - OOLIMPHBIN

to sail - TuIaBaTh (Ha KOpabdJie, MoJI Mapycom)
explorer - HCCJICI0BATED

to discover - oTKpbIBaTh, OOHAPYKHUBAThH
to reach - IOCTUTaTh

error - oruoOKa

service - cayx0a

to prove - OKa3bIBATh

achievement - noctuxeHnue

IX. Divide the text into logical parts and head them. Name the abstracts without which
the text is misrepresented:
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The* Anglo-Saxons’ and the American Character”

Wordlist:

ancestry - IPOUCXOXKICHUE
descendant - IOTOMOK

to adopt - IEpPEHUMATh
reunion - BCUCpPHUHKA
flamboyantly - SIpKO, KpHYarie
to boast - XBacCTaTh
withtonguein cheek - uponuuecku
dam - nambOa

to amass - HAKAIJIMBATh
well off - COCTOATENBHBIN, 3aKUTOYHBIN
under-privileged - OeTHbII

hard - CKymou

“Anglo-Saxon” Americans, those Americans of British ancestry, rarely think of
themselves as an ethnic group. What's the difference between an American and a
European really?

First, many of them are descendants of the original settlers. Second, they are widely
distributed throughout the nation. Nevertheless, the “Anglo-Saxons’ remain the largest
single ethnic group in America comprising about 45 per cent of the population.

It would be a mistake to imagine as some foreigners do that Americans of other ethnic
groups have imitated an “Anglo-Saxon” way of life or adopted “Anglo-Saxon” customs.
In the middle of the 19th century the people of the USA were still predominantly “ Anglo-
Saxon”, but even before the flood of non “Anglo-Saxon” immigrants the Americans were
aready far more American than they were British.

Whatever their ethnic origins, the Americans of New England, the Midwest, the Far
West, the South and Southwest al have special characteristics of their region. Yet they
also have certain things in common.

Most Americans have great vigor and enthusiasm. They prefer to discipline
themselves rather than be disciplined by others. They pride themselves on their
independence, their right to make up their own minds. They are prepared to take the
initiative, even when there is arisk in doing so. They have courage and do not give in
easily. They do not care to be looked after by the Government.
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They will take any sort of job anywhere rather than be unemployed. The average
American changes his or her job nine or ten times during his or her working life. In
Europe there are people who have lived in the same house and been in the same job for
20, 30, 40 years. Americans like to “move away”, to change homes and jobs. They seem
to be constantly pulling down old and often quite beautiful houses or throwing away
things merely because they are old. They have none of the Englishman’s sentimental love
for the things because they are old.

But Americans have a warmth and friendliness which is less superficia than many
foreigners think. They are considered sentimental. When on ceremonial occasions they
see aflag, or attend parades celebrating America' s glorious past, tears may come to their
eyes. Reunions with family or friends tend to be emotional too. They like to dress
correctly, even if “correctly” means flamboyantly. They love to boast, though often with
tongue in cheek. They can laugh at themselves and their country, and they can be very
self-critical, while remaining always intensely patriotic. They have a wide knowledge of
everyday things, and a keen interest in their particular city and State. Foreigners
sometimes complain, however, that they have little interest in or knowledge of the outside
world.

The Americans have a passion for grandeur. They are terribly impres-
sed with mere size: to them “bigger” and “better” seem to mean the sa-
me thing. Their skyscrapers, bridges and dams often have a splendor
which matches in beauty and scale the country’s natural wonders. The

Cathedral® in New York is the largest Gothic Cathedral in the world; the finger of the
Statue of Liberty is eight feet long and forty people can stand inside its head; the
Rockefeller Centre? cost 100 million to build, has 13 000 telephones and its hanging
gardens are four times the size of the famous hanging gardens of Babylon® Macy’s (the
famous department store) employs 11 000 shop-assistants and sells a million dollars
worth of goods every day; and if al the people in the skyscrapers came out at once, the
streets couldn’t hold them. As for their newspapers there is no doubt at all that, for the
number of pages, they certainly take the prize, the daily edition of a newspaper has
anything from 60 to 100 pages, and the Sunday editions remind you in size of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica.

The Englishman prizes privacy, the American prefer sociability. One often hears of the
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Englishman’s “reserve’; how he likes “to keep himself to himself”; and how on a long
railway journey, with four Englishmen in the carriage, often there won't be a word spoken
during the whole journey. That wouldn’t be the case in America. The Englishman thinks
it is ill-mannered to ask persona questions. The American doesn't feel that at al. In the
short ride from the port or station to your hotel the taxi driver will tell you all about
himself, his wife and family and probably the towns in England he was in during the war.
He will inquire where you have come from, what your job is, how you like America and
how long you are staying in New Y ork.

Is the sole aim of most Americans to make money and possess luxuries which could be
called excessive? The maority of Americans would certainly deny this, though most feel
proud to amass wealth and possessions through hard work. In the USA about 90 per cent
of the population is well enough off to expect a brighter future. The USA till has one of
the highest standards of living in the world, although, at the present time 10 per cent are
below what the Government considers to be the “poverty level”. While these under-
privileged people receive help from the Government, they have no high hopes for their
future. It is from this “underclass’ and those who take advantage of it, that most of the
violence springs - the violence which is one of the least pleasant aspects of American
society.

Americans are beginning to realize that this terrible problem of poverty is their
problem, and not just the Government’s. It has been said that the individual American is
generous, but that the American nation is hard.

The USA is reputed to be a classless society. There is certainly not much social
snobbery or job snobbery. The manual worker is usually quite at ease in any company.
This is partly explained by the fact that people of all income groups go together to the

same schools. Americans are far more race-conscious than they are class-conscious.
References:

lthe Cathedral - the Cathedral of St. John the Divinein New Y ork (Protestant Episcopal);
’Rockefeller Centre - privately owned business and entertainment centre - 15 skyscrapers
housing large corporations such as the Nationa Broadcasting Company (NBC), the

American Broadcasting Company (ABC) and American and foreign press agencies,
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theaters, radio and television studios (Radio City);
%the hanging gardens of Babylon - the ornamental gardens planted on the terraces of a
temple in Babylon, an ancient city in Asia on the Euphrates River - one of the Seven

Wonders of the ancient world.

X. Read the story. Discuss it using the information of the previous text. Retell it asif you
were:

a) an American; b) an Englishman:

An American came to London and his English friend decided to show him the city.

“How long did it take to build this house?’ the American asked his friend as they
passed a large hotel building.

“Why, about six months’.

“Six months!” cried the American. “Why, in New Y ork they build a house like that in
no more than six weeks”.

They passed a quite new office building.

“And how long did it take to build that?’

“About four weeks”, answered his friend.

“Four weeks!” said the American. “In New York we build a place like that in four
days’.

The Englishman was growing angry.

At last they came to the House of Parliament.

“Well, that’s not a bad looking place. How long did it take to build it?’

“Which one?’ asked the Englishman asif not understanding his friend.

“Why, that large building over there”, said the American pointing to the Houses of
Parliament.

“Well, you may not believe me”, answered the Englishman, “but that building wasn’t

there when | was here last night”.
X1. Can you answer the following questions?

1. What river is the capital of the United States situated on?

2. What are the names of the two islands on which New Y ork is situated?
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3. Can you name the five boroughs which compose the city of New Y ork?

4. What is the longest river in the USA?

5. What states are the following cities the capitals of:
Atlanta, Philadelphia, New Y ork?

6. The national flag of the United States of America is caled “the Stars and Stripes’.
What isits other name?

7. What does the Statue of Liberty in New Y ork harbour commemorate?

8. Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday in the USA. When is it held? What does it

honour?

XI11. Read the text. Name other countries which are similar to the United States in this

respect. Try to find out if there are one nation countries in the world:
The “Méelting Pot”

The United States is called a “melting pot” because people from all the world have
mixed together to create modern American society. The earliest immigrants came from
every country of the world. And in America individuals of all nations were melted into a
new race of men. The millions of immigrants though in the main conforming to the new
ways of life which they found there, could not help leaving some impress upon the
mixture of which they formed a part.

American culture is by no means homogeneous. There are at least six regiona
cultures: a New England®, an Old South?, a Middle West, a Rocky Mountain and Great
Plains, a Southwest and a Far West culture. In fact, even these can be subdivided.

The American English of these regions is not entirely uniform. Everyone is aware that
certain features of speech are peculiar to New England and that others are characteristic of
the coastal South. Besides, the various Indian influences, American English reflects the
other non-English cultures which the colonists met in their conquest of the continent.

In the westward expansion of their territory the English-speaking colonists came into
contact with French. The French borrowings include words pertaining to exploration and
travel or descriptive features of the landscape.

References:
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'aNew England culture - the culture of the north-eastern part of the USA characterised by
traditional links with the Old World, especially England,;

Zan Old South culture - the culture of the Southern states based on traditions that existed
before the Civil War and are still cherished by the Southerners.

XI111. Name different countries and the corresponding nationalities.

XI1V. Read the text, define the main idea of it:
The Boston Tea-Party

In so far as any single episode may be said to spark a decisive political revolution, this
is true of what contemporaries and all ages know as the Boston Tea-Party. On December
16, 1773 about 50 or 60 sober-minded Boston working men disguised as Indians dumped
342 chests of tea, belonging to the powerful monopoly known as the East India Company,
into the water of Boston harbor. The identity of amost all these men remains a mystery,
though it is fairly certain that a leader amongst them was the silversmith and engraver,
Paul Revere.

Hundreds of additional chests of tea had been sent to the American colonies by the
East India Company - to New York and Philadelphia and Charleston, as well as Boston.
As part of the King's Party’ political efforts to tighten the reins on the colonies and to
place some of the fiscal burdens of the Empire more fully upon those colonies, the Tea
Act was passed early in 1773. In April 1773, British Parliament remitted all duties and
taxes on teas exported to America, and permitted the Company to sell its teas to its own
selected agencies in America, those selected being merchants who had refused the earlier
colonial non-importation agreement, rather than by public action in England. The only
duty left was a three penny one to be paid in the colonies; with this it was clear that the
agents of the East India Company would be able to undersell all other merchants and
therefore would have a monopoly of that important trade.

It was this question of monopoly - and not a petty tax - plus the idea of Parliament’s
renewed assertion of its right to tax the colonies - that lay behind the tremendous popular
resistance to the 1773 legidation. One must bear in mind also that the East India

Company controlled trade in china-ware, drugs, calico, spices and silks from England.
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The struggle reached its most intense point in Boston. There repeated mass meetings
were held of 5 000 to 7 000 people - immense numbers when one recalls that the total
population of Boston at that time was not over some 30 000.

All proposals for a peaceable resolution of the crisis - such as had been reached in New
York City, in Philadelphia and in Charleston - were rejected by the King's Governor.
Planning committees were established by mass organisations and the decision to dump the
tea by force was reached and carried out.

As the crisis continued, surrounding towns sent their men to stand with the Boston
population. This was a united people - a new people conscious of their rights, organised
and determined that no King was to rule them and to force upon their economy so
frightful a monopoly as the East India Company.

The King and the King's Party responded in reaction’s usual manner - more force,
more repressions. After the Tea-Party came the Intolerable Acts’ - the blockading of
Boston in order to starve its inhabitants into submission; Massachusetts capital was
moved to Salem; the members of the Council, chosen by the province' s lower house, were
to be appointed by the King; the Governor was empowered to appoint all law-
enforcement officers; and juries were now to be selected by the sheriff. Royal officers
were to be tried for alleged crimes only in England, and town meetings were to be held
only with the written permission of the Governor, and the Governor was to determine the
agenda of such meeting; and the quartering of troops upon the civilian population was to
be enforced.

The response of the colonies was to unite in support of the people of Boston, to unite
in rejecting these moves of the King and to create in 1774 the First Continental Congress.

So began that “great, really liberating, really revolutionary war”.
References:

'the King's Party - a party created in both Houses of  Parliament (in the period between
1770--82) attached to King George I11;

%Intolerable Acts - those Acts measured of reprisal taken by the British after the Boston
Tea-Party which took the shape of a series of laws caled by the colonists “Coercive
Acts’.
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XV. Read the text:

The White House is an important part of Washington, D.C. It is where the President
lives and works. George Washington is the only president who did not live there.

John Adams was the first president to live in the White House. He and his family
moved into the house in 1800.

The White House has 132 rooms. Visitors may tour some of the first-floor rooms; the
second floor is “home” for the president and his family. The White House has many

specia rooms. It even has a private bowling alley and a movie theater.

XVI. Isit true or false?

1). George Washington did not live in the White House.

2). John Adams was the first president to live in the White House.
3). The president and hisfamily live on the first floor.

4). There are 132 rooms in the White House.

5). Visitors can tour al of the roomsin the White House.

6). The current president lives and works in the White House.

7). The White House is located in the state of Washington.

XVII. Take ajourney from New York to San Francisco, from Chicago to Los Angeles,
from Seattle to Washington. Choose akind of transport, aroute. Tell about your

impressions from the journey.

XVII1. Make areport on the Governmental Organization of the United States. Use the

chart and some additional information. Answer the following questions:

1). When does the Inauguration ceremony take place?

2). How is the ceremony held?

3). What are the duties of the President?

4). How many presidents were there in the United States?

5). What are the departments of the Government of the USA?
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Governmental Organization of the United States

Legidative Executive Judicial

The Congress The President The Supreme Court

Senate Circuit Courts of Appeals

House of Representatives District Courts

General Accounting Office Court of Clams

Government Printing Office Court of Customs and
Patent Appeals

Library of Congress United States Custom
Courts

By tradition the Cabinet (the President’ s Cabinet) is composed of the President and the
heads (Secretaries) of the Government departments. It consists of: 1) Secretary of State, 2)
Secretary of the Treasury, 3) Secretary of Defence, 4) Attorney-Genera (Department of
Justice), 5) Postmaster-General, 6) Secretary of the Interior, 7) Secretary of Agriculture,
8) Secretary of Commerce, 9) Secretary of Labour, 10) Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare, 11) Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, 12) Secretary of
Transportation. All the mentioned departments compose the Executive Office of the
President.

Each of the above Cabinet officers holds office during the whole term; the Postmaster-
General alone must be reappointed and confirmed at the beginning of a President’ s second
term, the others merely continuing in office. The President may invite others to meet with
the Cabinet, for example, the Vice-President or the Ambassador to the United Nations.

Besides, there are the Independent Offices and Establishments which belong neither to
the departments nor to the Executive Office of the President. They are the Atomic Energy
Commission, Small Business Administration, Civil Aeronautics Board, Panama Canal
Company, United States Postal Service, Farm Credit Administration and others. They do
not have the department rank though several have attained or even surpassed the size or
importance of some departments. They undertake investigations and make reports at the
request of the President or Congress. Their influence and authority is great in making

decisions and affecting the policy of the US Government.
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X1X. Define the problems described in the text:

Americans Find Britons Speak Another Language

Of course, the British speak a foreign language. Americans have suspected it since the
time of Benjamin Franklin. Oscar Wilde said it best years ago: “We and the Americans
have much in common, but there is always the language barrier”.

Stll, that barrier is getting more attention lately, perhaps because the Language
Problem isin fashion everywhere. Belgium has one. So does Canada. Ireland can’t decide
what tongue to speak. It seems that America and Britain are simply joining the crowd.

Thus Noel Coward" elicits an easy laugh in his play, “Shadows of the Evening”, when
he translates smart cookie® (American) into clever biscuit (English). An enterprising
Mayfair® restaurant, The Diplomat, has issued a four-page word guide for baffled
American visitors. For example, in this city hair braids are plaits, bangs are fringes and
bobby-pins are hair grips.

In recent and authoritative second edition of “Fowler's Modern English Usage” along
entry lists no fewer than 108 Americanisms. Only in America, it is noted, are hogs and
families raised. Here, they are bred and reared, respectively.

But so far no one has produced a simple, practical manual for the tourist who wants to
master enough basic Bringlish (British English, that, that is, as against American English)
to handle everyday problems with the natives. Such a book might begin with a sample

conversation like:
At the Petrol (Gas) Sation:

Motorist: “Pardon me, sir, do you see that caravan parked near the hoarding just
beyond the round about? My roadster is there - the one with the dent in the wing. Can you
repair the flat tyre? Tools are in the boot. Also, the wind-screen is dirty and the silencer

broken. Somehow, a bee got in the bonnet. Yes, | do see that “No waiting” sign”.

In American this would come out:
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Driver: “Hey, mac, see that trailer parked near the billboard just beyond the traffic
circles? That's my car, the one with the dent in the fender. Can you fix that flat? The jack
isin the trunk. Also, the windshield is dirty and the muffler is busted. A bee got under the
hood. Well, yeah, | do see that “no parking” sign”.

If you say it aloud a few times, you get the hang of it pretty well... And so on. Finaly,
the student ought to deal seriously with weekly exercises, like this:
In the Boutique (Selected Clothing Store):
Question: Do suspenders hold up pantsin Britain?
Answer: Never. Suspenders (American) are braces (English). Braces hold up trousers -
and pants (American) are underwear (British).
Question: Does one buy a suit with avest?
Answer: Not done. One buys a suit with a waistcoat. Vest (American) is an undershirt
(British).
Question: If all elsefails, how does one get what one wants?

Answer: Ask, inaslow voice, if anyone speaks American.

References:

'Coward Noel (1899-1973) - an English playwright, author, actor and composer;
“smart cookie - Am. slang - a pretty-looking girl;

3Mayfair - afashionable London district where, formerly, afair was held in May;
*Fowler, Henry Watson (1858-1933) - an English lexicographer.
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PART V.
CANADA

|. Make alogical plan of the text:

The Discovery of Canada

Who first found Canada? How long has it been known to the
white man? These are the questions which cannot be answered
for certain.

Nearly a thousand years ago men from Norway called

Norsemen, voyaged to this side of the Atlantic Ocean and when
they returned home they told of visiting “The Land of the
Vine”. This may have been the mainland of Canada, it may have been the United States,
but one thing is certain - they “discovered” America about five centuries before
Columbus.

Five hundred years later John Cabot" sailed from England to the shores of Canada,
seeking a new way to China. Cabot was disappointed with the rocky coast which he
found. He saw no living soul, and soon returned to England. He died, not readlizing that
the land he had found would yield as great riches as any of the countries of the East.

About 40 years later Jacques Cartier” made two voyages from France. On the first
voyage he visited some of the islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. On the second voyage,
a year later, he sailled up the broad St. Lawrence River as far as the Indian village,
Hochelaya, where Montreal now stands. Later he spent the winter at Quebec. It is said
that Quebec is an Indian word meaning “narrows’. The city is located at the first narrow
place in the St. Lawrence River.

In 1603 Samuel Champlain® sailed from France to explore Canada. He travelled up the
St. Lawrence River as far as Montreal. Above Montreal he found rapids where the river
flowed swiftly over ledges of rock, making it impossible for his ships to go further. These
rapids were one of the reasons for the growth of Montreal which was said to be at the
“head of navigation”, since it was as far as most ocean going ships could sail. With the

building of the St. Lawrence seaway, the rapids have disappeared. Ocean going freighters
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can now sail asfar inland or away from the ocean as the head of Lake Superior.

The following years Champlain returned to the new land with his fellow-countrymen
and a group of Frenchmen to form a colony, that is to make homes for themselves in this
country. But they chose a poor place for a colony at the mouth of ariver now known as
the St. Croix. As winter came the explorer found they had no hills to protect them from
the bitterly cold winds which blew from the North.

In the spring they looked for a better place and chose a fine protected bay and to this
spot they moved their colony. In Canada the early explorers found a people who were
strange to them and whose language they did not understand. They were the Indians. It is
natural that there are many place names which come from the Indians. Wabane,
Chicoutimi, Saskatchewan, Miramachi. An the Canada itself is said by some people to

come from an Indian word.
References:

1John Cabot (1450-1498) - an Italian explorer, first reached Newfoundland; in 1940 he
settled in England;

2Jacques Cartier (1494-1557) - the French explorer of Canada;

3Samuel Champlain (1567-1635) - an explorer and awriter, the founder of Quebec.

I1. Make areport about Canada, using some additional information of your own:
What is Canada like?

Canadais the largest self-governing country in the Commonwealth of Nations. With a
population of about 30 million people it isthe most densely populated. Canada is divided
into ten self-governing provinces and two territories which are administered by the
federal government.

Since 1931 Canada was dependent on the British Parliament for legislation only. In
1949 the Canadian Parliament was given power to amend the constitution on matters
within federal jurisdiction. The federal Parliament has exclusive legidlative authority in all
matters relating to the regulation of trade and commerce, defence, navigation and

shipping, banking and currency, taxing. The provinces have exclusive control over all
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matters relating to education, municipal government property and civil rights within the
province, licences etc.

The beauty and wonder of Canada is the Niagara Falls. And above all Canada is a
forest country. The forests are the source of a third of al Canadian exports, pulp and
paper being about 70 per cent of it. Canada also exports wheat which is grown in the west.

The capital of Canadais Ottawa. Many interesting historical and cultural buildings are
found in Ottawa such as the Museum of Natural History, Museum of Man, National
Gallery and the National Arts Centre. But the most important buildings are the Parliament
Buildings.

Ottawa has been called the Tulip City because every spring the city comes alive with
thousands of tulips from the Netherlands. Queen Juliana started sending 15 000 tulips a
year to Ottawa in 1946 as a way of thanking the Canadian people for the time spent in
Canada with her daughters during World War 11.

[11. Read the text. Name the differences from and the similarities with the English

Parliament:
Wordlist:
Governor General - rerepai-ryoepHaTop
Royal Assent - KOPOJICBCKAs CAHKITHSI
to dissolve - PacIyCTUTh MapIaMeHT
to enforce - obecrieunBaTh COOIIOICHHE
Crown - KOpoJieBa
page - CIIy’)KUTEITb B 3aKOHOJIATEIIHHOM COOpaHUH
mace - OynaBa, *xe37
club - TyOMHKa
Hansard - o(UIMaABHBINA OTYET O 3aCEAAHUIX MapiaMeHTa
motion - IPEIOKECHUE
to incorporate - PETHCTPHUPOBATH
constituency - U30MpaTEIbHBIA OKPYT
constituent - n30uparenb
expenditure - pacxon
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Canada’s Parliamentary System

Canada’'s Constitution establishes Parliament’s authority and
sets out its powers for making laws. Parliament is composed of
the Queen, the Senate and the House of Commons. The Queen is

X the formal head of state in Canada and is represented by the

Ei Governor General. No bill can become law without the Royal

Assent given by the Queen or her representative.

The Senate is an appointed upper chamber of 104 Members who examine legidation
introduced by the House of Commons and initiate their own bills.

The House of Commons consists of 295 elected Members and is responsible for most
of the legidation produced in Parliament. Two of key features of the system of
government are that it is responsible and representative. The Cabinet (an executive
council of ministers with specific duties) is responsible to the House of Commons for the
way it runs the government. If the House indicates by a vote that it does not have
confidence in the Cabinet’s ability, the Cabinet must either resign (and the Governor
Genera will ask the Leader of the Opposition to form a new government) or the Prime
Minister will ask that Parliament be dissolved and an election held. A representative
government is one which is elected by the people to act on their behalf.

The Speaker holds the position of highest authority in the House and sits in a raised
chair (areplica of the chair that stood in the British House of Commons in 1921) at the
north end of the Chamber. It is the Speaker’s duty to maintain order and enforce the rules
of procedure impartialy. The Speaker represents the House in dealings with the Senate
and the Crown, and protects the Members' rights and privileges, the most important of
which is the right to freedom of speech. The Speaker is also responsible for the
administration of the House of Commons.

The House of Commons employs first-year university students to work as pages. They
sit below the Speaker and carry messages, deliver reading material and make photocopies
for Members.

The House of Commons is a rectangular room divided by a central aisle. The
Government sits on the Speaker's right and the Opposition on the left. On the
Government side, the Prime Minister sits in the middle of the first row and the Cabinet
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Ministers sit in the centre seats of the first two rows. The Leader of the Officia
Opposition (the leader of the party with the second largest membership in the House of
Commons) sits directly opposite the Prime Minister, surrounded by the senior Members
of his or her party. Leaders of smaller opposition parties sit in the front row farther away
from the Speaker. The mace is an ornamental club which represents the authority of the
House of Commons. When the House is sitting, it lies on the Clerk’ s table.

Hansard is a parliamentary publication containing the official report of each day’s
debates. Two Hansard reporters (one English and one French) sit at desks in the centre of
the Chamber and record the debates.

Interpreters seated in glassed-in booths at the south end of the Chamber provide
simultaneous interpretation of the proceedings into English or French for Members and
the public.

Decisions are made in response to a motion which is a proposal moved by a Member
and debated by the House. When the debates has ended, the Speaker asks if the House
wishes to adopt the motion. If no one disagreed the motion carries. If there is
disagreement the Speaker takes a voice vote by asking for those supporting the motion to
say “yea’ and those opposed to say “nay”. The Speaker judges whether the yeas or nays
have a majority.

A bill is a piece of legidation in draft form submitted to Parliament for its
consideration. There are two types of bill: public and private. Public bills concern policy
matters like health, the environment or human rights and can be introduced by the
Government or by Private Members.

Private bills concern the interests of private individuals or groups, such as a hill to
incorporate a private company. Most of Parliament’s time is spent considering public
bills.

Member’s responsibilities are not limited to attending debates and proceedings in the
House of Commons. Much of their work is done outside the Chamber, in their Ottawa
offices and in their constituencies. Their busy schedules include meetings with
constituents and other visitors, media interviews, political functions and committee work.
Most Members serve on legislative committees and on more than one of about 28
permanent or standing committees that examine matters relating to government operations
and expenditures as well as special issues.



IV. Compare the linguistic problems in Canada with other English-speaking countries.
Do you think the author of the article is English?

Canadian English

Canada is officially a bi-lingual country: about a third of its inhabitants are French
speaking direct descendants of the settlersin New France. Canadian French is a stable and
well-defined language and has a strong and well-defined literary tradition. The rest of
Canada offers nothing so simple. There is ajocular definition of the Canadian as one who
is aways mistaken for an Englishman in the United States and for an American in
England.

“Perplexed” is the word which best describes the state of the Canadian in Britain. He
himself is confused and uncertain, and nowhere is this more evident than in his speech.
He has been brought up to speak English with an American accent, but at the same time,
he has been taught to admire the way English is spoken in England. While a Canadian
fears that his native accent is inferior, he feels that for him an English voice is unnatural.
He always falls between two stools. So Canadians abroad festoon themselves with flags
and maple leaves in the hope of preventing the inevitable misinterpretation of their accent.

What does it matter which word you use as long as your meaning is clear? Didn't
Shakespeare himself say (even though he was English) “A rose by any other name would
smell as sweet”? It really doesn’'t matter , that, if you are in London, you have to decide
whether you are walking on the sidewalk on your own or on the pavement like everybody
else. Such decisions have far-reaching consequences. You have to decide whether to
maintain your own accent and vocabulary in the face of the way the English speak, or to
abandon your own language, the very words you learned since your childhood.

The English language was brought to Canada by Americans who formed the original
population of Ontario and New Brunswick. The Canadians listen to the American radio
stations, see mainly American films, read American magazines and fiction. Some counter-
balance to American influence has also been provided by Canadian participation in the
two wars. Young Canadians served for various periods, aimost aways alongside troops
from the United Kingdom. They brought back a rich vocabulary of English idiom and
slang.
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But strong as the American influence is, there is the growing national self-confidence
in Canada. Canadian speech has tended to preserve a national identity. Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) announces news and dramas, offering something which

Is not a copy of British English, nor yet of American English.

PART V.
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

I. Name the main historic events in discovering of the two countries:

The Discovery of Australia and New Zealand

Wordlist:

vague - HEBBIPA3UTEIbHBIN

to be anxious - ctpeMuTbCs

endeavour - CTpEMIICHHE

to claim - 3asBUTH MPaBa Ha YTO-JIMOO
bay - OyxTa, 3aJUB

convict - OCYKJICHHBIN

todescend - mpoucxoauTh

Australia and New Zealand were discovered in 1642 by
the Dutch explorer Tasman, but more than a hundred years
after that they remained vague lines on the map. It was

; thought that they were part of a Great South Land in which
¥ ) civilised human beings lived and they were called Terra

Australia Incognita.

Dutch navigators first found the South Land. Janszoon entered the Gulf of Carpentaria
in 1606. Hartog visited the west coast a Shark Bay in 1616. By the mid-seventeenth
century most of the north, west and south coasts of Australia had been charted. But the
Dutch were disappointed with their discoveries. Cartenz reported in 1623 that he had
found the new land “the most arid and barren region that could be found anywhere on

earth’. So, too, thought the first British captain to see the new continent. This was
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William Dampier, who visited the north west in 1688 and 1699 and considered the natives
to be “the miserablest people in the world. Dampier left his diaries with detailed
description of the new land.

Scientists in Britain were anxious to find out what this land was redly like. So in
1768 they sent an expedition to the southern seas to look for it. The leader of the
expedition was Captain James Cook of Roya Navy, one of the greatest explorers of all
time. He took with him on board his ship “Endeavour” scientists and artists whose job
was to make a record of all the strange things they might discover on the voyage. Cook
reached Cape Everard on April 20, 1770. He never discovered the mysterious South Land,
but far down in the southern ocean he discovered the east coast of New Zealand, and he
raised Union Jack to claim it for Britain. He then sailed right around the two islands,
making maps of the whole coast and naming mountains and bays and islands which still
bear the same names today.

Cook and his companions came face to face with the Maoris, the native people who
had come to New Zealand from the South Pacific Islands in the 14th century. They were
more warlike than South Sea Islanders. And they were cannibals.

After leaving New Zealand, Cook sailed north west. He believed that with luck he
might find another land, and nineteen days later that was exactly what he did. It was
Australia. They landed in a bay on the North East coast which is today part of Sydney,
and to their astonishment they saw plants and creatures that no white man had ever seen
before: kangaroos and wombats and koalas, brilliantly coloured birds and butterflies, and
grey-green eucalyptus trees of all kinds. Cook named the place “Botany Bay”. They also
met the dark-skinned Aborigines. The crew were scornful of them and called them
animals, but Cook admired their smple way of life. He wrote in his diary: “With all our
possessions and comfortable way of life we do not seem as happy asthey are”.

Ten years later, Australia' s first settlers landed in Sydney Harbour, which was only a
few miles up the coast from Botany Bay. Captain Arthur Philip, the commander of the
little fleet, wrote later that they had found the finest harbour in the world. Those first
settlers were convicts, women as well as men, who had been sent to that wild land as a
punishment. There were also soldiers to guard them. Only 10 per cent of Australians are
descended from convicts, most of whom were not really criminals. There were rebellious
Irishmen, English labourers who had stolen half aloaf of bread for their starving children.
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By 1823 there were only about 30 000 settlersin Sydney, but gradually Australiatook
shape. By 1840 the borders of six separate colonies had been decided. These colonies
stretched right round the coast from Queensland in the north east to Western Australia in
the far south west. But to begin with the colonists had very little say in governing
themselves. Each colony was ruled by a governor appointed by the British Government.
The Australians, who have never liked being told what to do, particularly by the upper
class “Poms’ (the Australian nickname for the English), demanded self-rule, and they got
it, for the British had not forgotten how they lost the American colonies. In 1901 the six
colonies formed a confederation of states which was caled the Commonwealth of
Australia.

The exploration of the vast unknown continent went on throughout the 19th century. In
1803 Matthew Flinders sailed right round Australia, noting how bare and uninviting most
of the coast was. Then two explorers broke through the great mountain wall which runs
al the way down the east coast, and discovered the outback, which stretches inland and
west for hundreds of miles, getting drier until it becomes waterless desert.

New Zealand was colonised much later. In fact, it might never have been colonised by
Britain at al if it hadn’t been for the “old enemy”, France, who had plans to use it as a
settlement for French convicts. The first colony of British settlers did not arrive until
1840, and twelve years later they were given self-rule. Like Australia, New Zealand
became an independent country within the British Commonwealth and empire.

I1. Use some additional information and make a report about Australia:

What is Australia like?

Wordlist:

Great Dividing Range - bonbiioit BogopasaensHbrit Xpeber
Tropic of Capricon - Tponuk Kosepora

Great Barrier Reef - Bonbmoii bapeepHsriii Pud
Tasmanian devil - MKW CyMYaThId BOJIK
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Did you know, for example, that Australia is the biggest
island in the world? It is only a little smaller that the United
States of Americaand it is bigger than Western Europe.
a Did you know Australia is one of the oldest lands in the

world? During millions of years, wind and water have slowly

taken the earth from the hills and filled the valleys with it.

Although there are some mountains aong the east coast and some along the west

coast, the centre of the country is very flat. A long line of mountains runs from the north

to the south of the east coast. It is called the Great Dividing Range, because it divides the
green, wet coast of eastern Australia from the hot, dry lands in the centre.

Australia has three different climates. North of the Tropic of Capricorn the weather is

tropical - hot and wet. In the centre the climate is very dry and the land is mainly desert.

In the south it is pleasant, with cool winters and warm summers. The four great deserts of

central Australia cover 2 000 000 square kilometers.

s There are six different states in Australia: Western Australia,

@

Queendand, New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and South
Australia. There are aso two territories. Northern Territory and

Australian Capital Territory with Canberra, the nation’s capital city

in it. Each state has its own government and its own capital city.
The state capitals are Perth, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Hobart
and Adelaide.

Where do Australians live? In fact, most of them (85 per cent) live in the cities of the
east coast. But even these cities are not very big. There are only 20 million people in
Australiaand it’savery big country.

Australia is sometimes called “the lucky country”. One reason is the wonderful riches
under the earth: gold, silver, iron, coal and many precious metals. Oil and natural gas have
helped to build big industries.

Sydney is the best known place in New South Wales and the oldest city. Only after
200 years after Captain Cook had stopped near the Botany Bay the city grew from nothing
into a home for millions of people. Despite the history, Sydney is the most modern place
in Australia. Its buildings are the highest, its fashions are the newest and its colours are
the brightest. A lot of Australia’ s exciting cultural lifeisfound in Sydney. Artists, writers,
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opera singers and film makers all live here. So some people call the city “the Paris of the
Pacific’. But that isn’'t quite the same. Paris hasn’'t got all that sea, sand, sun and surf. A
lot of people come here to relax and take a rest. Some of them really relax. Others are too
busy - jogging, swimming, riding the great waves on their surfboards.

But Australia has more. There are, for example, the Blue Mountains. They are covered
with forests of blue-coloured eucalyptus trees. The air above the forest contains millions
of microscopic drops of eucalyptus oil. When the sun shinesthe air of the Blue Mountains
is a real beautiful blue. The Great Barrier Reef on the coast of Queensland is a garden
under the sea. There are 1 400 different kinds of fish and more than 300 kinds of coral.
Tropical fruit and flowers grow on the beautiful islands.

South Australiais the driest of all the states, but it has the Murray River. The river
brings greenness and life to the state’s south-east corner. In the early days of Australian
history the Murray River was South Australia’ s main road. Before real roads and railways
came, the river carried people and goods from the coast up into the country. Some towns
on the Murray still keep the old river boats, and visitors can ride on them.

There are two kinds of gold in Western Australia. First, there's the real gold that
comes out of the ground. Gold was found in Kalgoorlie in 1893. Kalgoorlie still exports
some gold, but the new gold of Western Australia is wheat. Big farms grow millions of
tons of wheat every year, and wheat has become Australia’ s second biggest export.

Tasmania, the island south of Australia, is small. It is the same size as England. It is
also very different from the other states. There are no deserts in Tasmania. It often rains,
both in winter and in summer. Only half amillion people live in Tasmania. The large part
of the idand is still covered with wild, beautiful rain forests. These forests are full of

wonderful flowers and interesting animals, like the little Tasmanian devil.

[11. Discuss the problem of understanding an Englishman asif you were an Australian.

Find out some realias of Australia, using additional sources of information:

Australian English

What language do you think Australians speak? English, of course. Well, a kind of
English anyway. Don’t be surprised if you can’'t understand everything they say. Do you
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know what a “sheep station” is, for example? It is a big sheep farm. And what about a
jumbuck? That’s a sheep. But don't worry about it. Australian English isn’t redly very
difficult. A lot of words are made by shortening English words. There's a list of those
ones below:

arvo = afternoon; mozzie = mosquito; Aussie = Australian; Oz = Australia; barbie =
barbecue; postie = postman; beaut = beautiful; surfie = person who loves surfing; footy =
football; ta = thank you; g bye = goodbye; Tazzie = Tasmania; g’ day = hello (good day);
uni = university.

Then there are special words for farming and the countryside. They are quite easy to
learn:
billabong = a pool in a dried-up river; bush = countryside away from towns and cities,
dingo = awild dog; jackaroo = a man who works on a big farm; squatter = the owner of a
large area of land.

The others are popular Australian words that some people use al the time: amber fluid
= beer; bonzer = very good; crook = ill; good on yer - a very common way of saying
“well done” or “goodbye”; lollies = sweets; lolly water = non-alcoholic, sweet drink; mate
= friend (this word is used al the time, even to strangers); ocker = the kind of Australian
man who likes drinking and talking about sport; Pom = an English person; Seppo = an
American; Sheila = ayoung woman,; tucker = food.

Look at them. You'll see that most of them are very short. That's typical. Australians
aways prefer to use one word rather than two. And they always choose a short word if
they can. That's what gives “Strine” (Australian English) its specia style - informal,
friendly and often very funny.

IV. Can you understand this Australian dialogue:

- “G’day, mate. Are you playing footy today?’

- “No, I'm going to a barbie at a bush station. There'll be plenty of the amber fluid, and
the tucker’s bonzer. Why don’'t you come too?’

- “Ta, I'mbusy in the arvo. I’m going to see my sheila. She’s crook”.

- “Wéll, good on yer, mate”.

- “G’bye’.

V. Read the text. Find the passages describing:
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a) the two islands and the mountains of New Zealand,;
b) the story of Wellington.

The Long White Cloud

What is the name of the country which has volcanoes and rivers of ice,
deer and sea-elephants? It isNew Zealand, caled the Land of the Long
White Cloud by the Maoris.
Asyou know, New Zealand is an island country. Most of its people live
in the North Island, and that is where one can find the big volcanoes like
Egmont and Tongariro, and the boiling pools and geysers and lakes of
bubbling mud.

South Island is larger than North Island and has the highest mountains. There you can
find the snow-capped Southern Alps, rising 3 764 metres to the tip of Mount Cook. South
Island is also very beautiful with itslakes, glaciers and fiords.

North Island is where you find the Maoris, the fine people who lived in these islands
hundreds of years before the white men came. Most of them live near Auckland (the
former capital), which along with Christchurch and Wellington, is the biggest city.

Thereisalot of rich tourists here, because New Zealand is famous for its fishing, snow
sports, mountaineering, sailing and hiking. The climate is pleasant at all seasons, without
much difference between winter and summer. New Zealand does not have the terrible
heat of Australian summers; the oceans temper her climate and the mountains bring down
quite alot of rain. Forests of exotic pines near the centre of North Island cover an area of
more than 160 000 hectares. This is the largest single continuous area of planted forest in
the world. All in all New Zealand has more than four hundred thousand hectares of
planted forests. The most important wood is pine, which grows five times faster in New
Zedand than in its native habitat in California, USA.

What do people do in New Zealand? Farm, mostly. Dairy produce, meat and wool are
the main exports. New Zealand ranks second only to Australia as an exporter of wool.
There are many factories there too, with hydro-electric stations to produce the power for
them.

The capital of New Zealand since 1865 and one of its busiest ports, Wellington is
situated among hills on the western side of a natural harbour. It is the third largest city in
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New Zeaand.

The Maori name for Wellington Harbour means the great bay of Tara. According
to Maori legend, Tarawas thefirst Polynesian settler in this place. But Nickolson (after
a Royal Navy captain) was the name given to it by the first British settlers, and it is still
sometimes called by this name.

In 1839 a British officer bought the site of Wellington from the Maoris; he got it in
exchange for blankets and some other unimportant things. In 1840 the first settlers arrived
and called their settlement Britannia. By 1842 there were 3 700 colonists in the settlement
and Britannia had become Wellington.

V1. Find some information about the traditions and customs of the Maoris:
The Greatest Sailorsin the Pacific

More than a century before Christopher Columbus crossed the Atlantic to discover
America, the Maoris sailed from their home in the Society Islands in Asia over thousands
of kilometres of ocean to settle in Aotearoa - the Land of the Long White Cloud. The
Maoris, a Polynesian people, are aborigines of New Zeadand. After long stays in
Indonesia and the South Pacific, which they explored for many years, they made their
great journey to New Zealand about the middle of the 14th century. They sailed in double
canoes open to all weathers. They knew the winds, the ocean currents and the stars, and
this earned them the name of Vikings of the Sunrise.

In many countries, New Zealanders, too, are known as Kiwis. The kiwi is rather an
unusual bird found only in New Zealand. It has no tail, amost no wings, and its nostrils
are near the end of its bill. No other bird lays an egg so large in proportion to its size. Its
egg is about one-fifth of its own weight. Thisis atremendous size! The bird is the symbol
of the people of New Zeaand.

VIl. Answer the following questions:

1. Why do the Maoris call New Zealand the Land of the Long White Cloud?
2. What climate has New Zealand?

3. Whom is the highest mountain named after?

4. What does New Zealand export?

5. Why is the kiwi an unusual bird?

53



6. What are the planted pine forests of New Zealand famous for?

7. What brought the Maoris the name of “Vikings of the Sunrise”?

8. Why New Zealanders are known as Kiwis?

9. What difference is there between the pine of New Zealand and that of California?
10. What are the former and the modern capitals of New Zealand?

11. What do therich tourists do in New Zealand?
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HN.H. barunckas, H.B. Ilorsirajiosa

INOCOBHUE 11O ®OPMHUPOBAHUIO
CTPAHOBEJYECKOH
KOMIIETEHIIUHU

(I CTyIEHTOB W ACTIMPAHTOB,
M3YYAKOIIAX AHTJIHHCKHI SI3bIK)

YuebdHoe rmocooue

TexHuueckuil penaxkTop:
T.A. I'ycapoBa

Otnevarano Ha noaurpaduyeckomM o0opy10BaHUU
Hkonsl uHGpOpManoHHON KynbTypsl UT'XTY

Jlunensus JI.P. Ne 020459 ot 10.04.97. [Moanucano B neyatsh 23.12.97. ®opmat 60 x 84 l/16.
Bbymara razernas. [ledats ockas. Yeu. ned. i1. 3,26. Va.-u3a. 1. 3,61. Tupax 200 sk3. 3aka3 60.

M BaHOBCKHMI rOCYJapCTBEHHBIN XUMHUKO-TEXHOJIOTUYECKUN YHUBEPCUTET.
PenakunonHo-n3narenbekuil oraen MIBaHOBCKOro rocy1apCTBEHHOIO XUMHUKO-
TEXHOJIOTUYECKOTO YHUBEPCUTETA.

Anpec akaJeMuu U peAaKIIMOHHO-U3/1aTeIbCKOTO OTAENA!

153460, r. MiBaHoBo, np. @. DHrenbca, 7.
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